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PEKING CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The conference reported in our last issue lasted for eight days, from Marchig to 23. The 
Hsinhua News Agency gave it fairly full coverage, reporting almost every day on some of its 
activities. On March lg they were given eleven special coaches on the train to visit the 
Kwanting Reservoir, 80 kilometers west of Peking. It is reported that 600 went, so that besides 
the 250 delegates ani the hundred or so from the faculty and students of Yenching Union Theo- 
logical Seminary there must have been a considerable number of local Christians who took the 
opportunity to go along also. The four foreign visitors, Manikam, Nystrom, Hromadka and 
Janos, are all reported to have admired the achievement of New China in the construction of 


this reservoir, 


In the session on March 20 Dr. T. C, Chao extolled the religious freedom in New China 

made this statement; ‘From my personal experience I have never enjoyed such freedom 
religious belief, speech, publication and academic research as I now enjoy.*’ He added, 
**| solemnly announce here that I am entirely on the side of the Government concerning the 

socialist reconstruction of the country. The Government serves the people, and our churches 


should also serve the people with every effort.*’ 


Bishop Wang Shen-yin of the Shantung Diocese of the Episcopal Church reported that regu- 
lar services were being held in many of his parishes. He said, ‘‘We visited members of the 
church, held services and conducted baptism and holy communion." Professor Sun Han-shu of 
Nanking Union Theological Seminary stated that there was complete harmony in the Seminary 
though it was an amalgamation of eleven small seminaries and bible schools of at least five 
denominations, The seminary was planning to undertake specialized research in various fields 
of theology, he said, Other reports on that day stated that four different denominations in 
Shantung had held local conferences during the past year, in two of which new pastors had been 


ordained, 


Professor Hromadka and Bishop Janos also addressed the Conference that day. The former 
invited the Chinese church to send representatives to the 500th anniversary celebration of the 
Moravian Brethren, to be held in Czechoslovakia next year. Bishop Janos of Hungary praised 
the Three-self Movement, and said that it shows that ‘‘the life of the church continues itself 
in freedom during the changes of the social situations of humanity.*’ 


The same evening Kuo Mo-jo, Chairman of the China Peace Committee, entertained the 
four foreign visitors at a dinner. Among the Chinese Christians present were Y. T. Wu, Epis- 
copal Bishops Robin Chen and K. H. Ting, Methodist Bishop Z. T. Kaung, Marcus Cheng and 
Wu Yi-fang. The next evening Chen Han-seng, Vice-president of the China-India Friendship 
Association, had a dinner in honor of Dr. Manikam, with various Chinese Christian leaders 


also present. 
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Nystrom and Manikam addressed the Conference on March 21, Mr. Nystrom said, ‘'G 
has not deserted the churches in China*’, He urged them to send more news abroad. ‘There 
is really too little news about your churches there.’’ Bishop Manikam proposed visitation 
groups back and forth between India and China, On the Three-self Movement he said, ‘I am 
convinced that our churches in India have something to learn on this problem, much more than 
we have done till now. And in this you can help us a great deal, and not only India but other 
churches in Asia also, It may be in the providence of God that the church in China has the 
mission to help other nations to solve this problem,’ 


In the March 22 session, Dr. Y. C. Tu, former President of St. John’s University and now 
General Secretary of the National Committee of the YMCA, said that the achievements in 
national reconstruction since liberation have made him feel proud to be Chinese, ‘‘It was only 
by cutting off connections with imperialism that our churches could be truly independent, the 
better to bear witness to the gospel of Christ."’ Dr, Wu Yi-fang, described here as Vice- 
chairman of the National Christian Council, said, ‘*China’s socialist construction is entirely in 
conformity with the teaching of Jesus, for it is for the benefit of the people.’’ She also stressed 
the importance of peace. 


Then came a speech by Miss Chen Yun-ching, who is identified as Superintendent of the 
Futsing District of the Methodist Church. If the Hsinhua News Agency is correct, then there is 
something new in Methodism, a woman district superintendent! Her speech seems to have 
consisted mainly in a description of the various patriotic and constructive activities engaged in 
by laymen of her district. Then Evangelist Lu Chuan-fang of the Ling Liang (Spiritual Food) 
Church in Shanghai reported that they had the plans drawn for a new church building to seat 
700, and that building operations would soon begin, The funds for this had been contributed 
entirely by the church-goers themselves, 


Premier Chou En-lai received Bishop Manikam and Rev, Nystrom on the afternoon of the 
22nd, Also present were Ho Cheng-hsiang, Director, and Hsu Ying, Deputy Director of the 
Bureau for Religious Affairs, and the following representatives of the Three-self Movement: 3 
Y. T. Wu, Wu Yi-fang, Marcus Cheng, C. W. Li, and Li Shou-bao, 


On the closing day, March 23, the Conference unanimously approved Y. T. Wu’s report 
(see previous issue of Bulletin), and adopted an open letter to Protestants throughout the 
country, in which they were urged to work hard for the realization of the aims of the Three-self 
Movement, the socialist construction of the country, and world peace. It said, ‘‘The Three- 
self Movement is truly a work of purifying the temple; it is like taking the lighted candle 
from under the bushel and putting it on a candle-stick, In the closing speech Bishop Robin 
Chen said that he was moved by the friendship and unity that showed itself throughout the 
conference among the church leaders of the 70 denominations and church organizations repre- 
sented. ‘*This is unprecedented in the history of Christianity in China,’ he pointed out. 


Our readers should remember that the above report does not necessarily indicate the gist of 
these speeches. Our own experience with secular reporters at a church conference should show 
us how easily such reporters can take a casual utterance, perhaps one that is dictated only by 
the amenities of the occasion, and play it up as though it were the main point of the speech. 


Manikam and Nystrom, accompanied by a number of the Chinese delegates, left that same 
day by plane for Shanghai. 


CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 


In our February 6 Bulletin we gave a brief report on Christmas celebrations in Shanghai and 
Peking, based on New China news reports, We now have a more complete report from the 
January 9 number of Tien Feng, telling of the celebrations in thirteen different cities. They 
are all very optimistic, reporting more participants than ever before. In the larger cities union 
celebrations are now regularly added to the separate services held in each church. 


ture are being used as Christmas gifts, The Bible House sold 514 complete Bibles in the last 


Shanghai; The reporter here takes occasion to tell how Bibles and other Christian iat @ 
half of December, 194 Testaments, and 1 ,036 Gospels. The Christian Literature Society sol 
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,000 calendar sheets, 21 ,000 calendars, 5,000 pairs of scrolls and 2,200 of the Christian 
aries, Not all churches feature baptisms at the Christmas season, but some had good figures 
to report. The CCC Ling Tung Church had 47 baptisms, and the Chung Cheng Church baptized 

more than ten young people, St. Paul's Episcopal Church baptized 45, of ages ranging from 
two to 77. The First Baptist Church and Moore Memorial Methodist Church each reported more 
than a thousand present at the Christmas service. The number in the all-Shanghai Christmas 
choir has steadily increased year by year, and is now over 300, coming from 38 different chur- 
ches. They sang their program four times, to a record number of 5,700 listeners. On Decem- 
ber 27, 500 pastors and church workers gathered for a dinner together, with Bishop Robin Chen 
preaching in the worship service preceding the dinner, and a choir of young pastors furnishing 
special music, Community Church had a church dinner Sunday evening, at which more than 
200 were present. Numerous bands of carollers went out on Christmas Eve, and one picture 
shows Dr. Yen Fu-ch’ing entertaining a carol group in his house. 


Nanking: In Nanking the special feature was a union celebration in the CCC Han Chung 
Church on Sunday afternoon, at which over 800 were present. A Baptist minister Rev. Shih 
Hsin-san preached the sermon, 300 young people crowded the Seminary chapel on Saturday 
evening for a special young people's service at which Peter Han preached, 


Foochow: Many candlelight services were held on Christmas Eve. On Christmas day it is 
estimated that a total of 3,000 persons worshipped in Foochow churches, with 1,700 of them 
staying for church dinners, The Hsia Pu Church baptized nine persons, and received into mem- 
bership four who had been previously baptized. The Shang Yu Church baptized seven persons 
and dedicated five infants. The Chi-nien (Memorial) Church baptized six persons. The more 
than 170 members of the Episcopal Christ Church joined in a letter of greeting to their ailing 


Bishop Michael Chang in Shanghai, 


Chungking: The new Institutional Church building was dedicated on Christmas morning 
with about 250 persons present, On Christmas afternoon the union celebration was held in the 
thodist Dai Chia Hang Church with 400 present. Seventh Day Advent pastor Kao Shang~-lu 
Gkichee the sermon, The churches which held Christmas Day baptism services reported a 
total of 68 baptisms in Chungking. 150 young people met Sunday evening at the YWCA for 
a young people’s Christmas service. 


Other cities; In Tsinan the union service was held Sunday afternoon with Episcopal Bishop 
Wang Shen-ying preaching to over 700 persons, In Tientsin the union service was held Sunday 
evening in Wesley Church, with Rev. Cheng Hsi-san preaching to a congregation of more than 
1,000. In Kaifeng over a thousand came to the Episcopal Trinity Church on Sunday afternoon 
for the union service, In the morning service in that same church, 120 persons received com- 
munion. In Wusih, at the Kuang Fu Gate Church (Methodist), seven children and thirteen 
adults were baptized. In Kanchow (Southern Kiangsi), the rationing of food had just begun, 
and they didn’t know whether they would be able to have their Christmas dinner in the church 
together, But the government gave them special permission to buy flour, beef, pork and oil, 
and so they had their good time after all. In Kweiling Christmas was celebrated by the Baptist, 
Episcopal and Alliance churches and by the T’ai Tung Theological Seminary, of which Chang 


Hsioh-kung is President. 


TIEN FENG FOR 1956 


Tien Feng has in the past been nominally a weekly, but in 1955 they combined so many of 
their numbers into double numbers that they have decided to make it a semi-monthly magazine, 


It continues to sell at two dollars a year. With the first issue of 1956 it has adopted horizontal 
printing from left to right, and the use of the 57 simplified characters promulgated by the 
government, It is a magazine of 36 pages, with a very considerable number of illustrations, 


CONFUCIUS: HIS LIFE AND TIME 


If any of our readers have not done enough home work on the life and teaching of Confucius, 
O: will find in this book by Liu Wu-chi (Philosophical Library, 1955, $3.75) an unusually at-- 


ctive approach to the subject. Sis a life of Confucius into which have been interwoven in 
nteresting incidents all the sayings from the Analects and other sources. The author's purpose 
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